5.B. 948 VETOES

[@1) In the case of a premium increase, a dismissal of the protest or
disallowance of the premium increase is deemed to be a final determination of the
Commissioner 20 days after the mailing date of the Commissioner’s notice of action.]

(g) (1) Based on the information contained in the notice, the Commissioner
SHALIL:

(i) [shall] determine whether the protest by the insured has merit;
and

(i) [either shalll dismiss the protest or disallow the proposed
action of the insurer.

(2) The Commissioner shall notify the insurer and the insured of the
action of the Commissioner promptly in writing.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4) of this subsection, within 30 days after the
mailing date of the Commissioner’s notice of action, the aggrieved party may request
a hearing.

(4) [Except in the case of a premium increase of 15% or less for the
entire policy the] THE Commissioner shall;

(1) hold a hearing within a reasonable time after the request for a
hearing; and

(ii) give written notice of the time and place of the hearing at least
10 days before the hearing.

(6) A hearing held under this subsection shall be conducted in
accordance with Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.

(6) At the hearing the insurer has the burden of proving its proposed
action to be [justified] IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INSURER'S FILED RATING PLAN,
ITS UNDERWRITING STANDARDS, OR THE LAWFUL TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE
POLICY RELATED TO A CANCELLATION, NONRENEWAL, OR REDUCTION IN
COVERAGE, AS APPLICABLE, AND NOT IN VIOLATION OF § 27-501 OF THIS TITLE and,
in doing so, may rely only on the reasons set forth in its notice to the insured.

(h) (1) The Commissiéner shall issue an order within 30 days after the
conclusion of the hearing.

(2) 1If the Commissioner finds the proposed action of the insurer to be in
accordance with the insurer’s ffiled rating plan, its} underwriting standardsf, 3 or
the lawful terms and conditions of the policy related to a cancellation, nonrenewal,
[premium increase,] or reduction in coverage, as applicable, and not in violation of §
27-501 of this [article] TITLE, the Commissioner shall:

(i) dismiss the protest; and
(ii) allow the proposed action to be taken on the later of:

1. its proposed effective date; and
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